
Benefits of
Preschool Inclusion

Meaningful inclusion means all children in the classroom 
can access, participate in, and learn from classroom 
activities, regardless of whether they have disabilities. 

Being in an inclusive 
classroom narrows the 
language skills 
achievement gap 
between children with and 
without disabilities by 60%.1

Inclusive classrooms performed significantly 
better on the Early Childhood Environment 
Rating Scale (ECERS) than segregated 
classrooms, demonstrating inclusive 
classrooms are generally higher quality 
learning environments for all children.4

Inclusive preschool 
programs as well as 
inclusive preschool 
classrooms in public school 
districts are less expensive 
than segregated programs 
or classrooms.3

Children with disabilities are 
5 times more likely to 
graduate from high 
school on time if they are in 
inclusive classrooms, 
compared to their peers in 
segregated classrooms.2

Inclusive classrooms also lead to 
cognitive and developmental 
gains for children with disabilities, 
allowing them to be more prepared 
to succeed in kindergarten. 

Inclusion benefits all children, including 
those without disabilities. For example, 
children without disabilities in inclusive 
settings had emotional understanding 
scores 13% higher and social acceptance 
scores 19% higher than their peers who did 
not interact with children with disabilities.5
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